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Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  upon  the  health 
of  the  Borough  of  Colchester  for  the  year  1953. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  town  during  the  year  show  little 
which  requires  comment.  The  birth  rate  has  fallen  slightly  and  is 
somewhat,  though  not  markedly,  below  the  national  average.  The 
death  date  has  risen  a little,  but  is  approximately  equal  to  the 
national  average.  The  infant  mortality  rate,  after  reaching  an 
; exceptionally  low  record  figure  in  1952,  is  now  up  to  24'2,  a figure 
! slightly  below  the  national  average  and  also  lower  than  the 
I Colchester  average  for  the  five  years  1947-51,  so  that  it  can  be 
; regarded  as  a reasonably  satisfactory  one. 


Infectious  Diseases 


The  biennial  epidemic  of  measles  fell  due  in  the  winter  of 
1952-53.  In  West  Essex  it  began  in  November  and  by  December 
it  was  active  in  the  areas  round  Colchester,  but  it  did  not  reach 
the  town  until  the  middle  of  January,  1953,  shortly  after  the  schools 
had  re-opened  after  the  Christmas  holidays.  Then  it  struck 
violently  ; 1,149  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year,  all 
but  a handful  of  them  occurring  in  the  first  four  months,  and  it  is 
probable  that  a considerable  further  number  of  cases  occurred 
without  being  notified.  Thirty-seven  cases  were  admitted  to 
hospital  because  of  unusually  severe  attacks  or  serious  complications, 
but  all  except  one  of  the  total  number  of  cases  made  a satisfactory 
recovery.  The  epidemic  produced  roughly  twice  as  many  cases 
as  the  last  preceding  epidemic  in  1950-51,  with  a slightly  higher 
incidence  of  complications. 
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Whooping  cough  {111  cases  with  one  death),  pneumonia 
(53  cases  with  8 deaths)  and  dysentery  (76  cases  with  no  deaths) 
doubled  their  incidence,  but  other  infectious  diseases  remained 
much  the  same  in  both  incidence  and  severity.  It  is  not  easy  to 
account  for  the  rather  high  incidence  of  dysentery  in  recent  years. 
Most  of  the  cases  are  of  the  mild  Sonne  type  and  I think  it  is 
probable  that  such  cases  used  to  be  ignored  as  “ ordinary  diarrhoea.” 
The  advent  of  better  laboratory  facilities  has  led  to  diagnosis  and 
notification,  while  the  Health  Department,  following  up  the 
contacts  of  notified  cases,  discovered  other  cases  which  would  not 
otherwise  be  brought  to  light.  It  is  an  annoying  rather  than  a 
dangerous  condition,  but  can  cause  m.uch  trouble  and  disorgani- 
sation when  it  breaks  out  in  a nursery  or  a school. 
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Housing 

It  seems  possible  that  the  size  and  character  of  the  town's  slum 
clearance  problem  may  be  materially  altered  by  certain  develop- 
ments which  could  not  be  foreseen  when,  a year  ago,  we  were 
making  the  first  tentative  estimates.  Two  of  these  developments 
are  national  and  the  third  local. 

The  first  of  the  national  developments  is  the  inclusion  in  a 
Bill  now  before  Parliament  and  likely  soon  to  become  law,  of 
provisions  by  which  Local  Authorities  may  take  over,  re-condition 
and  maintain  houses,  which,  while  unsatisfactory  as  dwellings 
and  likely  to  become  ripe  for  clearance  within  twenty  years  or  so, 
are  not  in  such  a bad  state  as  to  demand  urgent  demolition.  This 
will,  in  effect,  mean  that  a number  of  houses  which  would  otherwise 
be  demolished  fairly  soon  might  have  their  life  extended  by,  at  any 
rate,  a few  years.  Its  significance  in  Colchester — and  elsewhere — 
will  depend  upon  the  extent  to  which  the  Authority  wishes  to  make 
use  of  its  powers.  It  will  be  expensive  to  recondition  and  maintain 
these  houses,  though  not  so  expensive  as  to  build  new  Council 
houses.  They  will,  none  the  less,  have  to  be  replaced  ultimately, 
so  that  the  result  of  this  policy  will  only  be  to  postpone  or  to  spread 
over  thirty  years  or  so  the  cost  of  re-housing  certain  badly-housed 
persons.  Whether  it  will  be  worth  while  to  do  this  will  only  be 
discovered  when  there  has  been  a special  and  detailed  survey  of 
the  houses  which  might  possibly  be  so  dealt  with. 

Perhaps  equally  important  will  be  the  proposed  changes  in 
the  making  of  improvement  grants  to  owners  of  houses.  In  the 
past,  these  grants  have  been  subject  to  somewhat  restrictive 
conditions  and  have  been  rather  little  used  in  Colchester.  It  is 
the  Government’s  intention  that  the  conditions  shall  be  made 
easier  and  that  local  authorities  shall  be  encouraged  to  be  more 
generous  with  public  money  for  this  purpose.  We  have  many 
houses  in  Colchester  which  are  in  fair  condition  structurally,  but 
which  lack  certain  facilities  which  are  now  considered  necessary 
for  decent  living.  In  some  cases  the  lack  of  these  facilities,  taken 
in  conjunction  with  their  general  condition,  would  have  made  us 
advise  that  the  houses  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
incapable  of  being  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense — the  criteria  for 
demolition.  If,  however,  the  facilities  are  provided,  the  position 
is  considerably  altered.  Again,  there  are  certainly  property  owners 
in  the  town  who,  knowing  that  because  they  lack  amenities  certain 
houses  are  out  of  date  and  that  the  cost  of  providing  the  amenities 
is  prohibitive,  content  themselves  with  allowing  the  houses  to  decay 
by  natural  processes  and  carry  out  only  such  first  aid  repairs  as 
are  absolutely  essential.  If  these  owners  are  helped  to  improve 
the  houses  and,  therefore,  add  to  their  value,  they  may  well  be 
sufficiently  interested  in  their  future  to  carry  out  major  repairs 
and  give  the  houses  an  extra  twenty  or  thirty  years  of  life. 

The  local  factor  is  the  formation  of  a Colchester  Preservation 
Society.  1 had  hoped  that  my  warning  in  my  last  Annual  Report 
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! that  the  needs  of  slum  clearance  might  seriously  injure  the  character 
1 and  beauty  of  certain  parts  of  the  town  would  be  heeded  ; I am 
: unfeignedly  glad  that  so  many  public-spirited  people  have  got 
i together  to  take  action  and  that  the  action  already  taken  seems 
I both  practical  and  realistic.  It  is  manifestly  impossible  to  save 
I the  whole  of  the  oldest  parts  of  the  town,  but  with  goodwill  and 
1 understanding  much  can  be  accomplished,  and  already  several 
I houses  which  were  indisputably  unfit  for  habitation  have  been  or 
; are  being  altered  and  made  habitable  without  losing  their  historic 
! and  aesthetic  appeal.  Nothing  is  more  encouraging  than  the 
1 attitude  which  the  Corporation  is  so  far  showing  in  the  matter  ; 
i it  is  being  realised  that  the  claims  of  health  and  of  aesthetics 
I though  often  apparently  opposed,  are  by  no  means  always 
i incompatible  and  that  it  is  possible  and  desirable  for  planners 
i and  preservers  to  sit  down  and  consider  how  their  interests  may 
I be  reconciled.  1 am  also  glad  to  find  that  the  Preservation  Society 
1 will  interest  itself,  so  far  as  it  can,  in  current  and  future  developments, 
f so  that  it  may  be  possible  to  avoid  repeating  some  of  the  errors  of 
^ our  predecessors. 

1 had  hoped  that  the  abandonment  of  the  points  scheme  for 
I housing  allocation  might  reduce  some  of  the  burden  of  assessing 
1 and  advising  upon  requests  for  housing  priority  on  health  grounds, 

I but  the  hope  has  not  been  fulfilled.  The  “ chronological  order  ” 

! scheme  is  elastic  up  to  a point,  in  that  where  housing  conditions 
I are  causing  really  grave  injury  to  health,  immediate  re-housing  is 
provided.  I am,  however,  much  disquieted  by  the  large  number 
I of  cases  in  which  people  are  compelled  to  continue  for  long  periods 
I to  undergo  what  might  be  termed  “ moderate  suifering.”  I 
f receive  many  requests  for  help  from  people  whose  health  is 
; endangered  or  impaired  in  a considerable  degree  by  their  housing 
conditions,  but  whose  circumstances  are  not  desperately  urgent. 
If  I recommended  immediate  priority  in  all  these  cases,  I should 
ido  much  injustice  to  many  others  and  should  probably  greatly 
tembarrass  the  Housing  Management  Committee,  yet  I feel  it 
: unfair  to  leave  them  condemned  to  a certainty  of  eighteen  months 
or  two  years  in  their  present  surroundings.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
: might  be  possible  to  deal  with  these  cases  by  granting  them  a 
■“credit  ” of  three  or  six  months,  so  that  they  might  benefit  by  a 
“moderate  degree  of  priofity  and  also  be  helped  to  tolerate  their 
^existing  conditions  by  the  knowledge  that  they  would  not  remain 
fin  them  for  too  long. 

■!  Nuisances 

The  things  which  are  regarded  as  nuisances  under  the  Public 
: Health  Acts  are  many  and  varied,  their  only  common  characteristic 
! being  that  in  order  to  qualify  as  Public  Health  nuisances  they 
imust  be  quite  serious  matters.  On  the  whole  Colchester  is  lucky  in 
lescaping  some  of  the  widespread  nuisances  which  plague  other 
(areas,  particularly  in  respect  of  atmospheric  pollution.  Complaints 
'were  received  during  the  year  of  smoke  from  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
land  following  informal  representations  to  the  Hospital  Management 
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Committee,  steps  were  taken  which  ought  to  improve  the  situation 
considerably.  The  chimney  of  St.  Albright’s  Hospital  has  also 
produced  a certain  amount  of  nuisance  and  it  is  hoped  that  informal 
action  may  again  be  successful.  Occasional  complaints  are 
received  of  smoke  and  fume  nuisance  from  industrial  establishments 
in  different  parts  of  the  town,  but  where  these  offend  the  offence 
is  only  occasional,  and  observations  by  Officers  of  the  Department 
have  not  produced  evidence  sufficient  to  justify  formal  action. 
A regular  watch  is,  however,  kept  upon  any  establishment  which  is 
suspected  of  offending. 

Because  our  forefathers  believed  that  diseases  were  carried  by 
bad  smells  Public  Health  has  so  far  paid  much  more  attention  to 
smelly  nuisances  that  to  noisy  ones,  and  until  recently  there  were 
virtually  no  legal  powers  under  which  the  Health  Department 
could  attempt  to  abate  noise  nuisances.  Now,  under  the  Essex 
County  Council  Act,  we  have  power  to  deal  with  noise  nuisances, 
but  the  powers  are  strictly  limited  and  their  value  will  not  be  apparent 
until  some  time  has  passed.  Industrial  noise  cannot,  in  any  case, 
be  regarded  as  a nuisance  according  to  the  law  if  the  industry 
concerned  is  doing  whatever  is  reasonably  possible  to  limit  the 
amount  of  noise,  and  the  views  of  the  Factory  Management  and 
even  of  a Court  of  Law,  as  to  what  is  “ reasonable  ” may  not  be 
the  same  as  the  views  of  aggrieved  householders.  In  all  probability 
noise  by  its  disturbance  of  sleep  and  its  constant  fraying  of  the 
nerves  can  do  at  least  as  much  harm  as  any  smell  and  more  harm 
than  many  smells.  It  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  great  evils  of  the  present 
age,  but  perhaps  our  only  practical  hope  is  that  in  the  course  of 
time  we  may  get  used  to  it. 

General 

I do  not  propose  to  refer  again  in  detail  to  certain  points  which 
I raised  in  my  last  Annual  Report  ; it  should  be  sufficient  to  comment 
that  the  problems  are  still  with  us.  The  extension  of  the  town’s 
water  mains  is  making  it  possible  to  do  something  about  water 
supplies  in  parts  of  the  rural  fringe  of  the  town,  but  a good  deal 
more  remains  to  be  done.  We  have  not  so  far  made  any  real 
progress  in  tackling  the  problem  of  pail-closets  and  cesspools, 
and  it  is  clear  that  this  is  going  to  become  considerably  more  urgent 
in  the  next  year  or  two.  Most  of  my  last  year’s  comments  on 
personal  cleanliness  and  the  provision  of  washing  facilities  in  public 
places  still  hold  good,  though  it  is  very  pleasant  to  record  that  the 
Corporation  has  given  the  public  an  excellent  lead  by  introducing 
free  hand-washing  facilities  at  the  Culver  Street  Conveniences.  It 
would  seem  from  the  response  that  the  public  appreciates  this. 

Co-ordination  and  co-operation  between  various  parts  of  the 
Health  Services  and  between  the  Health  Services  and  parallel 
Social  Services  remains  very  good  at  “ officer  level.”  There  seems 
to  be  a good  understanding  between  doctors,  auxiliary  and 
administrative  workers,  teachers  and  others,  that  we  shall  get  far 
better  results  by  pulling  together.  On  the  other  hand,  the  division 
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of  the  Health  Services  between  Authorities  tends  to  produce  a 
cleavage,  and  I am  far  from  happy  about  the  way  in  which  local 
interest  is  waning  in  the  services  which  were  formerly  the  res- 
ponsibility of  the  Corporation,  but  have  now  been  taken  over  by 
the  County  Council  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  personal  health  services — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
work.  Home  Nursing,  School  Medical  and  Dental  services,  Child 
Guidance  and  so  on — are  just  as  vital  to  the  health  of  the  people 
of  Colchester  as  they  were  ten  years  ago  when  the  Borough  was  an 
Education  and  Welfare  Authority  and  it  is  important  that  even 
though  the  County  Council  administers  them  the  Borough  should 
take  a live  interest  and  help  them  along  whenever  possible.  It  is 
most  regrettable  that  the  County  Council  has  so  interpreted  standing 
orders  that  the  doings  of  the  Health  Area  Sub-Committee,  which 
deals  with  the  day-to-day  work  of  those  services,  are  kept  from  the 
public  which  the  Sub-Committee  serves,  so  that  neither  its  needs 
nor  its  plans  are  understood  and  appreciated.  In  these  circum- 
stances it  is  hardly  surprising  that  negotiations  for  the  use  of 
Winsley’s  House  as  a Child  Guidance  Clinic  were  protracted  or 
that  the  e.xcellent  premises  which  provide  central  clinic  accommo- 
dation for  Colchester  residents  are  considered  less  important  than 
parking  space  for  a few  cars,  but  such  things,  though  understandable, 
nre  none  the  less  regrettable. 

Slaughtering  of  .\nimals  for  Food 

Under  the  war-time  scheme  for  meat  marketing  and  distribution 
the  Co-operative  abattoir  in  Sheepen  Road  has,  since  the  early 
months  of  the  war,  been  used  as  a central  depot  for  meat  marketing 
and  for  such  slaughtering  as  might  be  necessary,  but  the  ending  of 
meat  rationing  involves  a return  to  the  pre-war  system  by  which 
meat  traders  carried  out  their  own  killing  in  private  slaughterhouses. 
I cannot  look  forward  to  the  prospect  with  any  degree  of  pleasure, 
though  it  will  undoubtedly  have  to  be  faced  for  some  time  to  come. 

I do  not  wish  to  imply  any  criticism  of  our  butchers,  who  are  as 
co-operative  as  other  food  traders  in  the  town,  but  the  system  has  a 
number  of  inevitable  and  essential  drawbacks. 

The  centralisation  of  meat  handling  has  certainly  made  matters 
easier  for  this  Department  and  it  will  not  be  easy  to  overcome  the 
sheer  physical  difficulty  of  arranging  for  Meat  Inspectors  to  be 
present  when  beasts  are  being  killed  if  slaughtering  is  being  carried 
out  in  five  or  six  different  parts  of  the  town  during  overlapping 
hours.  No  doubt  the  butchers  will  co-operate  in  fixing  slaughtering 
times  by  agreement  with  this  Department,  but  even  so  there  will  be 
an  increase  in  the  time  and  work  involved. 

A more  serious  matter  is  the  standard  of  accommodation  for 
lairage,  slaughtering  and  meat  storing.  All  these  can  be  much 
better  provided  on  a fairly  large  scale,  and  it  is  not  practicable  to 
ask  butchers  to  provide,  in  small  private  slaughterhouses,  accom- 
modation of  the  nature  and  extent  which  can  be  provided  centrally. 
The  Government  instructions  which  have  been  issued  make  it  clear 
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that  we  can  only  ask  for  the  pre-war  private  slaughterhouses  to  be 
put  into  reasonable  condition,  and  that  we  cannot  press  for  major 
reconstruction.  Agreement  has  been  reached  with  the  butchers  on 
the  work  which  has  to  be  done,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  the 
minimum  requirements  of  hygiene  will  be  observed,  but  the  standards 
will  still  fall  appreciably  below  what  I should  like  to  see. 

Nothing,  however,  can  eliminate  certain  undesirable  features  of 
a reversion  to  the  old  system.  It  strikes  one  as  inhumane  for 
animals  to  be  driven  through  the  streets  of  the  town  to  slaughter- 
houses, and  the  considerable  problems  of  traffic  in  the  town  centre 
are  likely  to  be  made  worse.  The  keeping  of  cattle  prior  to  slaughter 
in  business  and  residential  neighbourhoods  will  be  distasteful  and 
possibly  annoying  to  people  who  live  and  work  in  those  neighbour- 
hoods, and  there  is  a material  risk  of  nuisance  arising  at  times  from 
any  slaughterhouse,  however  well  kept. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  ideal  arrangement  for 
Colchester  would  be  to  have  one  single  large  slaughterhouse 
outside  the  built-up  parts  of  the  town  and  within  a short  distance 
of  the  Station.  From  this  point  of  view  the  Co-operative  abattoir 
has  always  had  considerable  advantages,  and  its  use  during  the  war 
has  gone  far  towards  proving  the  case  for  centralised  slaughtering.. 
It  would  seem,  from  various  Government  pronouncements,  that 
arrangements  for  centralised  slaughtering  are  likely  to  be  encouraged, 
and  I hope  that  this  may  lead  to  Colchester’s  being  given  an 
opportunity,  in  the  fairly  near  future,  to  establish  a municipal 
abattoir.  The  capital  cost  of  such  a scheme  would  not  be  small, 
but  it  would  produce  an  appreciable  revenue,  and  be  a considerable 
contribution  to  good  hygiene,  comfort  and  convenience  to  Colchester 
people  in  general,  and  the  more  humane  conduct  of  the  meat  trade. 

Acknowledgments 

There  is  always  a risk  that  the  making  of  acknowledgments 
in  a report  like  this  may  degenerate  into  an  empty  routine,  f 
would  emphasise  that  it  is  with  the  utmost  seriousness  that  I 
commend  to  your  attention  the  continued  hard  and  loyal  work 
of  those  of  my  colleagues  whose  activities  provide  the  substance  of 
what  is  here  recorded.  The  figures  indicate  the  quantity  of  that 
work  but  its  quality  cannot  be  set  down  in  print  ; the  stable  good 
health  of  the  town  and  the  steady  progress  of  the  department  do. 
however,  bear  witness  to  that  quality.  Perhaps  the  most  fitting 
comment  I can  make  is  the  personal  one  that  while  away  from 
duty  because  of  sudden  and  severe  illness  I was  entirely  free  from 
anxiety  about  how  the  Department’s  work  might  be  progressing, 
a confidence  which  proved  well  justified  when  I returned  to  duty. 

I remain,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  KERSHAW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  etc^ 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1 953 


A Report  as  directed  by  Circulars  42/51  and  1/54  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 

Population  ( R.G.  Estimate)  with  Military  (at  30/6/53)  58,8(X) 

(Census  1951,  57,449) 

Area  (Census,  1951)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12,011  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1951,  15,069)  15,366 

Number  of  inhabited  caravans  (Census  1951,  69) 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..£408,714 

Product  of  a penny  rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  £1,636/18/5 

Birth  Rate  (781  legitimate  births,  45  illegitimate)  14‘04 
„ „ England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  15'5 

Death  Rate  per  1,(XX)  of  the  population  (Corrected)  11 ‘8 

(Crude)  12-37 

„ „ England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  11 ‘4 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public 

Institutions  . . . . . . . . . . 44’3 

Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  nil 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,(XX)  live  births — 

Legitimate  (17  deaths),  21-76.  Illegitimate 
(3  deaths),  66-6.  Total  (20  deaths)  . . . . 24-2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ..  ..  0-15 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  Death  Rate  ..  ..  0-034 

Cancer  Death  Rate 1 '88 
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DEATHS  OF  CIVILIAN  RESIDENTS,  1953 


Cause  of  Death. 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . . 

M. 

6 

F. 

3 

Total, 

9 

Other  Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

2 

Syphilitic  Disease  . . 

2 

1 

3 

Leukaemia 

— 

3 

3 

Cancer,  Stomach  . . 

11 

7 

18 

„ Lung,  Bronchus  . . 

14 

2 

16 

„ Breast 

— 

5 

5 

„ Uterus 

— 

4 

4 

„ Other  sites 

26 

42 

68 

Meningococcal  infections  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . . 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease 

3 

3 

6 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Vascular  Lesions,  Nervous  System 

38 

43 

81 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

51 

46 

97 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease. . 

11 

12 

23 

Other  Heart  Disease 

77 

95 

172 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

12 

16 

28 

Influenza 

8 

5 

13 

Pneumonia  . . 

10 

16 

26 

Bronchitis 

14 

14 

28 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

1 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

3 

5 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

I 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . . 

2 

4 

6 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

— 

4 

Congenital  Malformations 

4 

1 

5 

Other  defined  diseases 

27 

. 36 

63 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . . 

2 

2 

4 

All  other  Accidents. . 

8 

10 

18 

Suicide 

3 

6 

9 

342  387  729 

1953.  DEATHS  OF  COLCHESTER  RESIDENTS  OVER  70  YEARS  OF  ACE 

1 

1 Aged  70  aiid 

Aged  80  and 

Aged  90  and 

j under  80 

under  90 

over 

Total 

Male  . . 

. , 105  1 

68 

182 

Female 

148 

85 

15 

248 

Total  . . . 

253 

153 

24 

430 

Four  persons  were  aged  90,  five  aged  91,  three  aged  92,  seven 
aged  93,  one  aged  94,  three  aged  95,  and  one  female  aged  97. 
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BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF 
MORTALITY  IN  THE  YEAR  1953 


England 

and 

Wales 

160  C.Bs. 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

160 

Smaller 
Towns 
Resident 
Pop.  25,000 
to  50,000 
at  1951 
Census 

London 

Adm. 

County 

Colchester 

Ra 

tes  per  1,00 

0 CivUianPo 

pulation 

Live  Births  . . 

15'5 

17-0 

15-7 

17-5 

14-0 

Still  Births 

( 0-35 

0-43 

0-34 

0-38 

0-2 

1 22-4  (a) 

24-8  (a) 

21-4  (a) 

21-0  (a) 

14‘5  (a) 

Deaths — 

All  Causes 

11-4 

12-2 

11-3 

12-5 

11-8 

Pneumonia 

0-55 

0-59 

0-52 

0-64 

0-44 

Influenza 

0-16 

0-15 

0-17 

0-15 

0-22 

Tuberculosis  . . 

0-20 

0-24 

0-19 

0-24 

0-18 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

and  Polioencephalitis 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

Whooping  Cough 

0-01 

0-01 

0-00 

0-00 

0-01 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live 

Births  : — 

Deaths  under  1 year 

of  age 

26-8  (b) 

30-8 

24-3 

24-8 

24-2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

1-1 

1-3 

0-9 

1-1 

(a)  Rates  p)er  thousand  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

(b)  Rates  per  thousand  related  live  births. 

— Signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 


LABORATORY,  1953 


Specimen  and  Examination. 

Positive.  Negative. 

Total. 

Urine,  abnormalities 

13  335 

348 

Milk  for  T.B 

..  — 10 

10 

Meat 

..  — 4 

4 

Hair — Ringworm  . . 

..  — 1 

1 

13  350 

363 

In  addition,  95  samples  of  water  were  bacteriologically 
examined,  and  one  for  presence  of  metals. 


Samples. 

.Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Town  Water  Supply 

94 

94 

nil 

Well  water  . . 

1 

1 

nil 

presence  of  metals 

1 

1 

nil 

As  a result  of  the 

January  salt  water  flooding 

in  the  Hythe 

area,  samples  of  well  waters  were  submitted  to  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  together  with  some  from  other  suspect  sources. 


Examinations  numbered  46  Bacteriological  (27  satisfactory  and 
19  unsatisfactory)  and  5 Chemical  (4  satisfactory  and  one  un- 
satisfactory). 

NURSING  HOMES 

General  and  surgical  beds  available  are  14,  and  maternity  2, 

There  are  now  three  Homes  registered  in  the  Borough. 

Murley  Moss,  Acland  Avenue,  was  registered  as  a Nursing 
Home.  It  has  accommodation  for  3 general  cases,  either  short 
period  illness  or  convalescence. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 
Year  1953, 

(Civilian  and  Military  Cases). 


•-I 

Total  Cases  in  Age  Groups 

3 

- "3 

Disease 

X 

1 

-is 

0 

CH 

Under  1 Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6-S  1 

10-14 

1 

20-34 

3.5-44 

! ^ 

1 

05  and  Over 

.^1 
s £ 

X 

3 0 

§ 

o 

Acute 

Encephalitis  . . 

3 

2 

1 

i 

2 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis  . . 

9 

- 

___ 

_ 

4 

2 

3 

9 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

4 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

4 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

2 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

53 

6 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 



— 

5 

4 

17 

13 

8 

Dysentery 

76 

— 

4 

7 

4 

6 

22 

4 

4 

3 

1 

10 

11 

16 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  . . 

87 

4 

70 

13 

1 

Erysipelas. . 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Malaria 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

1 



12 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

66 

— 

— 

— 

4 

10 

39 

4 

2 

3 

4 



- 

■ 14 

Epidemic 

Jaundice 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

12 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

Measles 

1149 

28 

107 

147 

157 

189 

485 

19 

8 

8 

1 





37 

Whooping  Cough 

277 

21 

26 

34 

35 

43 

114 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

5 

Totals  . . 

1762 

65 

142 

193  boi 

250 

670 

28 

22 

112 

25 

34  ' 

30 

I18_ 

Deaths  from  notified  cases:  Acute  Encephalitis  2,  Acute  Poliomyelitis  1,  Epidemic 
Jaundice  1,  Pneumonia  8,  Measles  1 and  Whooping  Cough  1. 

Infectious  Disea.ses  dying  un-notified  : Pneumonia  24,  Acute  Encephalitis  1.  Total 
deaths  from  infectious  diseases  30. 


Percentage  of  cases  treated  in  Hospital — G'7  per  cent. 
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Tuberculosis 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Beat 

hs 

Pulm 

onary 

Non- 

Puhnonary 

Pulm 

onary 

No 

Pulmc 

n- 

)nary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

.. 

.. 

.. 

1 

, , 

, . 

, , 

, , 

2-4  . . 

, , 

, . 

1 

, , 

5-9  . . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

, , 

10-14.. 

, . 

1 

, , 

15-19.. 

3 

, , 

, , 

20-24.. 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

25-34.. 

10 

4 

1 

, , 

. . 

35-44.. 

6 

3 

, , 

2 

1 

1 

45—54. . 

5 

2 

• • 

. , 

55-64.. 

4 

2 

1 

• • 

4 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

37 

16 

6 

5 

6 

3 

. . 

2 

The  percentage  of  cases  that  have  died  of  Tuberculosis  during 
the  past  four  years,  without  having  been  previously  notified,  were  : 


1950  1951  1952  1953 

27-7%  6-1%  6T5%  27-2% 


Tuberculosis  Register 


Pulmonary  Cases 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

255 

281 

250 

278 

85 

99 

57 

55 

Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 
Section  172,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Blindness. 

Section  176,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Section  47. 

No  action  was  required  under  these  Sections. 

Essex  County  Council  Act,  1933. 

Nine  establishments  are  registered  under  the  above  Act  for 
massage  or  special  treatment. 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 
Three  sets  of  premises  were  registered  as  at  1/1/54, 


I 

! 


HOUSING  APPLICATIONS,  1953 

Number  of  persons  seeking  re-housing  supported  by 
medical  certificates 

Number  of  such  cases  re-housed  during  year 


\ 

i 

282  j 

287  ! 

i 

1 

1 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  BOROUGH  EMPLOYEES  ^ 
FOR  SUPERANNUATION  OR  FOR  ROAD  TRAFFIC  ACT  j 
PURPOSES  DURING  1953  1 

I 

Primary  Examinations  . . . . 96  passed,  2 failed  \ 

Examinations  after  absences  . . 2 5 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  ! 

I 

No  main  sewerage  works  were  carried  out  in  1953.  Housing  | 
estate  drainage  and  minor  improvements  to  the  sewerage  system  I 
were  effected.  | 

Nine  new  Cesspools  were  authorised  to  be  built  by  the  Borough 
Engineer’s  Department  during  the  year,  and  three  were  done  away 
with.  Two  new  wells  were  also  constructed. 

I 

Water. 

The  consumption  per  head  per  day,  including  water  supplied 
to  the  Military,  was  37'09  gallons.  The  length  of  pumping 
distribution  mains  is  108’894  miles.  Details  of  water  supply 
remain  as  in  report  for  1944.  There  are  528  metered  supplies  of 
water. 

• 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

No  changes  in  this  service  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION/ 

^General  Summary  of  Work  carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspector's 
iDepartment  under  Public  Health  Acts,  Housing  Acts,  By-laws,  etc. 

Defects  found  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,86A 

Defects  remedied  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,122 

Factories  and  Workshops  inspected  ..  ..  131 

^Housing. 


Sinks,  Waste  Pipes,  etc.,  provided  or  renewed  . . 23 

Floors  or  walls  or  ceilings  repaired  . . . . . . 251 

Doors  or  windows  provided  or  repaired  . . . . 236 

Ovens  or  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . 40 

Stairs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Rooms  cleansed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  155 

Roofs  repaired  (including  rain-pipes  and  gutters)  . . 230 

Chimneys  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 35 

Damp  houses  remedied  . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Other  housing  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . 26 

IDrainage. 

Repairs  and  improvements  . . . . . . . . 172 

Water  Closets  provided  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  126 

Cesspools  : abolished,  provided,  repaired  . . . . — 


\Other  Sanitary  Work. 

Under  Factories  Act  . . . . . . . . • • ^O' 

Under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  . . . . . . • • 298 

Houses  disinfected  . . . . . . . . • • 

Clothing  and  other  articles  disinfected  . . . . . . 1512 

Well  water  sampled  . . . . . . . • • • 43 

Mains  supply  provided  to  existing  houses  . . . . 9 

Dustbins  provided  . . . . . . • • • • 33 

Re-visits  in  connection  with  Sanitary  Notices  . . . . 4,015 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  . . . . • • 7 

Pig-keeping  nuisances  abated  . . . . . • • • i 

Matters  referred  to  other  Departments  . . • • HO' 

Other  nuisances  or  matters  attended  to  . . • • 49 

15 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

F*rescribecl  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1 037. 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  pro\dsions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

1 

Written 
Inspections  notices 

Occupiers 

Pi-osecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  .Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total  ..  j 354  190  S 


' >■ 

« 


5.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND  | 

^ 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  I 

were  found  Number 

; 1 of  cases  ' 


Particulars 

i 

1 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M.Ry  H.M. 
Inspec-  Inspec- 
! tor  tor 

in  wliich 
prose- 
cutions 
were  iu- 
i stituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

I 





_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Ineffective  drainage  of  flooi’s  (S.6) 

1 - 

— 

— 

1 

.Sanitary  Conveniences  (.S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

10 

12 

— 

4 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

.Other  offences  iigainst  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

‘ 1 

1 

j 

1 

1 

Total  . . 

13 

1 

1 

15  i 

1 

1 1 

i 1 

— 

43 


14 


311 


176 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 


Section  110 


Section  1 1 1 


, iS 

d. 

« .s  ' — 

o S 

.0  £■ 

^ c 

K K 
0)  C 

if.  — 

u-  tjc  c; 

2 o 
o 2 

^ I- 

5 0 

s i 

g o 

C « 

O 

O,  3 — 

S s 

I"? 
^ = 

II 

It 

z ^ 

.E  ^ 
t c 

C ” 

c; 

Cm 

c .:: 

^1 

Wearing  | Making,  etc. 

83 

— 

— 



— 



apparel  • Cleaning  and  washing  . . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Household  linen 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

- 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings  . . 

4 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Furniture  and  upholstery  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  making  . . 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fur  pulling 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  steel  cables  and  chains  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  steel  anchors  and  gi-apnels 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cart  gear 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial  flowei-s 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sacks  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  bags 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other  recept- 
tacles  or  parts  thereof  made  wholly 

or  partially  of  paper 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brush  making 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  toys 

— 



— 

— 

Basket  making 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers. 

Christmas  stockings,  etc.  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades  . . 

““ 

■ 

, 

Total  .. 

93 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Notices  served 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES  AND  KNACKER’S  YARD 


Number. 

Inspections. 

Out  Scraper 

1 

5 

Tallow  Melter 

1 

4 

Rag,  Bone  and  Skin  Dealer 

5 

7 

Bone  Boiler 

1 

4 

Tripe  Boiler 

1 

7 

Total  . . 

9 

27 

Horse  Slaughterer 

1 

3 

These  occupations  have  been  carried  out  satisfactorily  and  no 
complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  house  in  the  Borough  providing 
accommodation  for  27  lodgers.  Inspections  have  been  made  on 
various  occasions  and  cleansing  and  maintenance  have  been 
attended  to  satisfactorily. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 
Dwelling  Houses  Infested — Council  8,  Others  25  . . . . 33 

Dwelling  Houses  Disinfested — Council  8,  Others  25  . . 33 

Rooms  in  these — Infested  and  Disinfested  . . . . 92 

In  addition  8 dwelling  houses,  including  5 Council,  were 

treated  for  the  eradication  of  fleas. 


RATS  AND  MICE 

During  the  year  4,423  inspections  and  re-inspections  were 
made  by  the  Rodent  Operators  and  635  premises  were  freed. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-four  complaints  of  rat  infestation 
were  received  and  dealt  with.  One  informal  notice  was  served. 

Number  of  rats  known  to  have  been  killed  . . . . 1,060 

Number  of  mice  known  to  have  been  killed  ..  ..  511 

The  public  sewers  were  twice  treated  during  the  year  and  poison 
laid  in  those  manholes  where  takes  of  pre-bait  had  been  recorded. 
Sixty  manholes  were  poison  baited  as  a result  of  the  first  treatment 
and  seventy-one  as  a result  of  the  second  treatment. 
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HOUSING 


Statistics  for  the  Year  1953. 

New  Houses  completed — 520. 
New  Flats  completed — 63. 


I.  — Inspection. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  . . . . 1,004 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . 539 

II.  — Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  by  Informal 

Action  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 454 


III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

Under  Sects.  9,  10  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  for  repairs  . . 

Number  rendered  fit — 

(a)  By  owners 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

Under  Public  Health  Acts — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  for  repairs 

Number  complied  with — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made.. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

(3)  Number  of  undertakings  not  to  re-let  given 
by  owners 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 


97 

90 

8 


7 

14 

0 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Inspections  of  food  premises  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Premises 

Number. 

Inspections. 

Slaughterhouses 

329 

Bakehouses 

/30 

31 

42 

Bakehouses  (Underground) 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  . . 

I 1 

20 

138 

Provisions  . . 

. . 

— 

204 

Fish  Shops — ^\Vet 

17 

61 

Fish  Shops — Fried 

22 

72 

Butchers’  Shops 

43 

154 

HOTELS  AND  RESTAURANT  KITCHENS 

During  the  year  243  visits  were  made  to  hotel  and  restaurant 
kitchens  and  20  visits  to  canteens. 

Table  showing  repairs  or  improvements  carried  out  at  Food 


Premises  : 

Constant  hot  water  supply  provided  . . . . . . 3 

Handbasins  or  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . 2 

Windows  provided  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Towels  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Walls — decorated  or  cleansed  . . . . . . . . 68 

„ rendered  or  tiled  . . . . . . . . 2 

Ceilings — new  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

„ decorated  or  cleansed  . . . . . . 63 

Floors — new  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

„ repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

„ cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Refrigerators  renovated  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Water  closets — new  or  repaired  . . . , . . . . 33 

„ „ “ Wash  your  hands  ” notices  . . 31 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  Co-Operative  Society  Abattoir  in  Sheepen  Road  is  still 
occupied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  all  meat  from  this  abattoir^ 
after  inspection  by  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspectors,  is  supplied 
to  Colchester  and  the  surrounding  area. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Inspected 

4,56'J 

41)2 

1,570 

0,938 

0,483 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis- 
Whole  caifases  condemned  . . 

S 

S 

0 

15 

40 

t’aivases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. . 

1,2U1 

07 

4 

180 

382 

IVi-centage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disea.se 
other  than  tuberculosis 

2S-43% 

15-24% 

•02% 

2-02% 

0-51% 

Tubei-culosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

25 

7 

11 

Caifases  of  which  some  part  or 
oigan  was  condemned 

441 

76 

70 

Percentage  of  the  muuber  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

10-2% 

10-07% 

— 

— 

1-30% 

Parts  of  Carcases  or  Organs  Condemned 


Leasts 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

'J.\)tal 

Ib. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

Ib. 

: Parts  of  Carca-ses.  . 

3,043 

2 

45 

2,187 

5.877 

1 Organs 

28,245 

10 

700 

1 ,875 

30,800 

In  addition  to  the  above,  943  lb.  of  Imported  Beef  and  54  Ib. 
-iof  Imported  Mutton  were  condemned. 

: The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  as  unlit  for  human 

iconsumption  was  : — 

33  tons  12  cwts.  2 qrs.  27  lb. 

This  was  disposed  of  under  Ministry  of  Food  arrangements. 


21 


OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Type  oj  Food. 

Weight  ii 

Ham 

77 

Butter 

8 

Cheese 

175 

Sugar 

7 

Bacon 

1,352 

Sausages  . . 

670 

Cereals 

20 

Fish 

910 

Flour 

19 

Frozen  Eggs 

112 

Rabbits 

20 

Ox  Tongues 

41 

Corned  Beef 

47 

Pressed  Beef 

6 

Dried  Fruit 

54 

Confectionery 

369 

Other  Foods 

3 

3,896 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  other  foods  listed  above  unlit 
human  food  and  condemned  was  : — 

35  tons  7 cwts.  2 qrs.  3 lb. 

In  addition  the  following  foods  were  condemned  : 


Tinned  Milk 
Other  Tinned  Goods 
Racketed  Foods  . . 

Bottled  Foods 
Ice  Cream . . 

Turkeys  .. 

Chickens  . . 

Chicken  Cutlets  . . 

Fish  Cakes 
Meat  Pies 
Swiss  Rolls 
Cakes 

All  other  condemned  food 
Department. 

22 


403  Tins 
2,507  Tins  j 
l66Pkts.  1 
32  Bots.  j 
10  Galls.  : 

'T 


78 

28  , 

36  j 

305 

96 

/as  destroyed  by  the  Cleansing  | 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDERS  AND  REGULATIONS 

There  are  28  dairies  on  the  register  and  during  the  year  138 
inspections  were  made. 


Milk  {Special  Designation)  {Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  {Special  Designation)  {Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949. 


Licences  issued  for  Sale  of  Graded  Milk. 
Pasteurised 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised,  Producer 
Supplementary  . . 


16 

14 

3 

5 


Pasteurised  Milk. 

During  the  year  146  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted 
for  examination.  One  of  the  samples  failed  to  pass  the  phosphatase 
test  and  the  methylene  blue  test  and  one  failed  to  pass  the  methylene 
blue  test  only. 

Of  the  146  samples  taken,  92  were  of  milk  pasteurised  in 
Colchester,  the  remaining  54  being  of  milk  pasteurised  outside  the 
Borough  and  brought  in  for  retail  sale. 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  up  and  subsequent 
samples  proved  satisfactory. 


Milk — Biological  Test. 

Five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  submission  to  the  biological 
test  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacillus.  All  samples  were 
negative. 
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